CELEBRATING INDEPENDENCE DAY
250™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, July S, 2026
Combined Worship at St. Paul’s with
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

and

Bethel Lutheran Church

Lay Led Worship Service — 9:00am

Through Christ, we joyfully feed
the body, mind, and spirit of all.




PRELUDE

"To Our Beloved Country!"
by Gertrude Haupt Richolson; Quoting "America," by Henry Carey

GATHERING Betsy Galliher

Today we gather in thanksgiving for the blessings of freedom,
community, and peace. As followers of Christ, we remember that
our ultimate hope rests not in earthly power, but in God’s
enduring grace and mercy for all nations and peoples.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM Susan Hayes

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, whose steadfast love
endures forever.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed,
restored, and renewed. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

(Silence)

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world. Through the waters of
the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the
river Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with
the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as your
children, freeing us to love and serve our neighbors. To you be
all honor and praise, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

“O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” ..................cccceveeveeeunnnnns (ELW 888)
Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929

GREETING Betsy Galliher

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY Candy Foucart

Let us pray.

God of all peoples and nations, you have blessed us with the gift
of freedom and the responsibility to serve our neighbors in love.
Guide this nation in wisdom, justice, and compassion. Bless all
who work for peace, protect those who serve others, and unite us
in care for the vulnerable and forgotten. Through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING, Micah 6:6-8 Lauren McCloskey

What God Requires

6 “With what shall | come before the Lord and bow myself before
God on high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with
calves a year old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of
rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn
for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk
humbly with your God?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN “God Bless America”

God bless America,

Land that | love,

Stand beside her and guide her

Thru the night with a light from above

From the mountains to the prairies
To the oceans white with foam

God Bless America
My home sweet home

REPEAT



PSALM Lauren McCloskey
Psalm 33

2Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord,
the people whom he has chosen as his heritage.
13The Lord looks down from heaven;
he sees all humankind.
14 From where he sits enthroned he watches
all the inhabitants of the earth—
15he who fashions the hearts of them all
and observes all their deeds.
16 A king is not saved by his great army;
a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.
7The war horse is a vain hope for victory,
and by its great might it cannot save.
B Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him,
on those who hope in his steadfast love,
Pto deliver their soul from death
and to keep them alive in famine.
20 Qur soul waits for the Lord;
he is our help and shield.
21 Qur heart is glad in him
because we trust in his holy name.
22 L et your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us,

even as we hope in you.



SECOND READING, Galatians 5:13-14, 22-25 [auren McCloskey

B For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do
not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but
through love become enslaved to one another. % For the whole
law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” The Fruit of the Spirit 22 By contrast, the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, 22 gentleness, and self-control. There is no
law against such things. 2 And those who belong to Christl® have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 2° If we live by the
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN
“TRis IS My SONG” .............covuueimieririineineenesseeieaie e aseae e (ELW 887)
(A beautiful reminder that God'’s love extends beyond borders and flags.)

GOSPEL READING, John 8:31-36 Betsy Galliher

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

True Disciples

31Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue
in my word, you are truly my disciples, 3 and you will know the truth,
and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are
descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What
do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 3 Jesus answered
them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to

sin. 3*The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the
son has a place there forever. 3¢ So if the Son makes you free, you will be
free indeed.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205%3A13%E2%80%9314%2C%2022%E2%80%9325&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29170a

SPECIAL MUSIC / HYMN MEDITATION
"All Through the Night" by H. Boulton (Welsh Air)

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” ................ueeeveevecveciecrcnnns (ELW 890)
Text: Julia Ward Howe, 1819-1910

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED Phil Smith
L: We affirm our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed.

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s Only Son our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Phil Smith
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, let us pray for the church
the world, and all in need.

A brief silence

God of wisdom, bless this nation and all nations of the world.
Guide leaders in paths of justice, truth, and mercy. Teach us to
seek peace over division and compassion over fear. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of protection, watch over members of the military, veterans,
first responders, healthcare workers, and all who serve the
common good. Bring healing to those wounded in body, mind, or
spirit. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



God of compassion, comfort those who are sick, grieving, lonely,
or struggling this day. We remember especially those on our
prayer list and those we now name aloud or silently before you.

(Pause)

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of hope, make your church a light in the world. Help us
reflect the freedom and grace we have received in Christ.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE Betsy Galliher

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
"Columbia, the Gem of the Ocean" by Thomas A. Becket

OFFERING PRAYER Betsy Galliher

Let us pray.

Generous God, receive these gifts and the offering of our lives.
Use them for the healing of the world and the sharing of your
love; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER Betsy Galliher
Gathered into One with the Holy Spirit, we now pray as Jesus
taught us...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING Betsy Galliher

May the Lord bless us and keep us. May the Lord’s face shine
upon us with grace and mercy. May the Lord look upon us with
favor and F give us peace.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“God Bless Our Native Land” ..................couuvevvieveieennen, (ELW 891)
Text: Charles T. Brooks, 1812-1883; John S. Dwight, 1813-1893

DISMISSAL
Betsy Galliher

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PRAYER LIST
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Betsy Galliher, Member
Joe Collins, Cousin of Joann Valainis

Mark Holloway, Husband of Kate Stottlemyer

Sue Snyder, Member

Bert Fiske, Friend of Sue Snyder and Lin Snider

Jack Lotwick, Friend of Robb and Dianne Port

Parker Bazarewski, Extended family of Ed Chaney
Dudley Cate, Family friends of Ed Chaney

Patty Plitt, Cousin of Ed Chaney

Leanne Colwell, Friend of Sue Snyder

Kira Wynne, Friend of Sue Snyder

Nancy Wynne, Friend of Sue Snyder

Linda Koelsch, Friend of Ed Chaney

Marion Lawrence, Cousin of Kate Stottlemyer

Emily Kilmon, Daughter of Betsy Galliher

Richard Pratt, Brother of Patty Rimel and Mary Sulima
Dawn Lee Knoebel, daughter of Robb and Dianne Port
Regina Baker, Member

Mary Zeiman, Mother of Amy Mildenstein

Linda Brown, Friend of the Mildenstein Family

Steve Jones, very close personal friend of Joann Valainis
Adrian Smith, Grandson of Sam and Marie Purswell
Our United States Military, by Robb and Dianne Port
Sheila Kahler, member

Patty Rimel, member

Trish Valcarcel, member

Jeff Gentry, Music Director

Davey Crockett, Friend

Jan Luykx, Sister in law of Betsy Galliher

Caroline Dunning

Albie Fluman, Cousin of the Foucarts

How our Prayer List Works:

You may call into the Parish Office (301-845-4600) or email the Office

Administrator (officeadministrator@saintpaulslutheranchurch.org). When a prayer list request is
added, the request will stay on the list for three consecutive weeks. First week it will be noted in
Super Bold, the second week it will be noted in Bold, and then the third week it will be noted in
regular text. Then the request will be removed from the prayer list unless you specifically ask
for your request to remain on the prayer list until otherwise

noted by you. The power of prayer is amazing!

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” Matthew 18:20



mailto:officeadministrator@saintpaulslutheranchurch.org)

This Week at St Paul’s

Sunday, July 5*

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Lay Led Worship (Livestream)
Ministry Sunday

Troop 1070 Meeting

Cub Scouts Comm. Mtg.

Monday, July 6™
Cub Scouts

Tuesday, July 7%
Community Dinner
Executive Council

Thursday, July 9t
Cub Scouts

Sunday, July 12"

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Worship, (Live Stream)

Faith Formation

Worship & Arts

Joint Council Meeting

Bell Court Worship

9:00am
10:00am
5:00pm
7:00pm

7:00pm

5:00pm
7:00pm

6:00pm

9:00am
10:00am
10:15am
12:30pm
3:00pm

GOD SHED HIS GRACE ON THEE
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LAST WEEK’S OFFERINGS:

Current Fund Weekly Need:
$3,110.00

Property Renovation Loan Fund Need:

$350.00

Electronic/Mail-ins Income
June 21, 2026

Weekly Contributions: $ 699.16
Property Loan Fund: $ 150.00
Total: $ 849.16

In Worship Offerings
Weekly Contributions: $1,600.00
Property Loan Fund: $ 300.00
Total: $1,900.00

ATTENDANCE:
June 28, 2026
In Person: 40
Virtual: 4




SERVING TODAY

MINISEET. . ..t e Lay Led Service, Betsy Galliher
| <70 PN Lauren McCloskey

(07211 1] S S Jeff Gentry
USRETS....veiiitie e Kate Stottlemyer & Kay Wachter
Acolyte......oooviiiiiiiininn, Camden Plog, Journey Gardner & Kay Wachter

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBERS
President—Sheila Kahler
Vice-President—Lauren McCloskey
Treasurer—Patty Rimel
Secretary—Gary Wachter

IVIINISTOI Ittt ettt et st st st st s e st st st sbesaeeaeereeneaneeneereanees Pastor Peter Roy
Office Admin:301-845-4600 (officeadministrator@saintpaulslutheranchurch.org)....Joann Valainis
Music Coordinator .... ..Jeff Gentry

Flower Coordinator.............. ...Patty Rimel
Administration/Purchasing ... ..Ed Chaney
Y3 (] o I Larry Beard

SEEPNEN MINISTIY .ot st er et st et e e saeses stesesnnnaees Linda Yopp
oY o 1T AV @l o |11 o OSSR
FINANCIal SECIETAIY..cueiii it e e e ae e e as Troy Keeney

Announcement regarding livestreaming of the worship services:

St. Paul’s intends to continue offering online worship services to share the Gospel through Facebook and YouTube. With the
inclusion of in-person attendance during the service, we need to inform you that your presence may be captured in the recording
and broadcast through St. Paul’s social media platforms. Your comfort and privacy are of utmost importance, if you prefer not
to have your image broadcast please contact the office by phone or email or inform the usher as you arrive. The office will keep
a list of those wishing NOT to appear in the recording and convey that information to the Media and Technology
Ministry. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved | License # SAS103410,
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #736745-A. All rights reserved CCLI Copyright © 2026 License 21412874,
Streaming 21412867. All rights reserved.




