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Christmas Eve Service
We will be offering one service with two options. There will be one candlelight worship service at St. Paul’s this year. We are offering a traditional service with Holy Communion at 7pm on December 24th
Option 1: Join in the Livestream of the service at 7pm on our church Facebook page. You can find us @saintpaulslutheranofwalkersville, you do
not need to have a Facebook account to watch the service. You can also
watch live by going to our Website directly. The video will be available
on our page after the live recording for you to view whenever and wherever you may be this Christmas.
Option 2: Attend in person, if you feel comfortable. We would ask that
you arrive between 6:30 and 6:55pm and enter through the side door of
the church. Please follow the directions of the ushers and we highly encourage that you wear your facial covering while inside the church. If
you have not attended service in person since our reopening, you will be
asked to provide contact tracing information you enter.

Pastor’s Peace
"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope."
Romans 15:13

Help us decorate for Christmas
by purchasing a Poinsettia!
Red are available for $10.00 each.
You can order online through our
website, you can use the QR code below,
or in person at the Parish Office, with a
check or cash.
The deadline for ordering is
Sunday, December 19th.

As we come to the season of Advent, we reflect on the birth of our
savior and the good things in our lives because of this gift from our
Creator. While the times we are in may preclude our normal
gatherings, singing in a full sanctuary, joining friends and family, or
just witnessing the joy of the season, we are encouraged in our lives
with all the blessings we have received this year. However for some
people this is not always a season of joy, yet it is one of heartache,
disappointment, and hurt. There are many in our communities who
are struggling with homelessness, poverty, and illness who find it
difficult to find comfort in the festive atmosphere we so often we
associate with Christmas. We have all had darkness enter our lives
and recently I also experienced darkness in my life. It was not the
first time that darkness crept into my heart and into the very essence
of my being. This darkness was something that I had dealt with
before, but it was different, it was effecting my loved one in a way
that could not be controlled. What many of us also have trouble with
is looking to the Light for safety and security in these times. I will
admit that I did not look where I should have been looking for
comfort and assurance, I was more focused on the problem going on
and how I was going to be able to fix it. We all struggle with dealing
with the darkness in our lives especially when everyone else is
celebrating the season or other happy times. People don’t know we
are having difficulty making sense of what is going on in our lives
because we are good at hiding our troubles. We often mask it very
well and put on the game face for everyone, but this is not the healthy
way to overcome the darkness. We have a variety of ways to defeat
the darkness in our lives because we have the remedy in our
hearts. The Light has come into the world to spare us from the
darkness and give us the ability to live out our days in peace.
When things are difficult for us we often feel the burden or weight of
a yoke around our necks. In the time of darkness we often need to be
built up and given assurance that there is an answer to our troubles or
the darkness. Jesus confirms what John the Baptist has known all
along, that he is the Light come to defeat the darkness. Jesus is our
light and the one who has come to take away all that burdens us. We
are most likely to experience Our Creator’s presence and power in the
company of the humble and vulnerable, the people who are usually
found at the margins of our communities. They may be children or
strangers, people who are not sure whether or how they fit. That is
sometimes us, those of us who don’t know how to make our voice
known or can’t seem to reach out to the Light or a form of support
that will lead us to the Light. There are many avenues in which we
can find the Light during this time, it can be through a friend,
someone in the church, our pastor, or any of the services which we
have listed in this month’s Epistle. There is no stigma attached to
asking for help when we are in need and there are plenty of resources
to help. If you are struggling during this time, I encourage you to ask
for someone to come beside you. Stephen Ministers are another
valuable resource to walk beside you in a confidential way.

Pastor’s Peace Cont’d
Through prayer there is always someone who can share God’s
love with you and we at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Walkersville want to come beside you to cultivate and
nourish the mind, body, and spirit of all who are searching. I
invite you to reach out to someone with whom you have not
connected in some time. Reach out and let them know the Good
News of the child who came to give us hope, the child who lives
in our hearts, and the child who has let His Light so shine He
overcomes the darkness in our lives. In those times when we
are struggling, we can embrace the goodness of Jesus and do not
have to be alone. For unto us a child is born, for unto us a
Savior is given. Do not be afraid and reach out because through
the power of the Light we can all overcome our troubles. Merry
Christmas.
Should you have any questions or concerns, I am glad to speak
with you at any time.
Peace Pastor Phil
Email: pastor@saintpaulslutheranchurch.org
Cell phone: 202-497-0584

“May God’s grace be on all who love
our Lord Jesus Christ”
— Ephesians 6:24

Prayer List Updates
As we look forward to a new year, the
office is updating our records, including
the prayer list. If you, or someone you
know, is on the prayer list currently, and
you would like them to remain on the
prayer list, please call or email the office
at officeadministrator@saintpaulslutheranchurch.org to confirm this! Thank you.

Winter Love Bags – an outreach project to comfort those
during the winter months who are recently bereaved,
sick, elderly, unable to leave one’s home (especially
during COVID) and those we care about at St. Paul’s and
in our community.

ALL FAMILIES AND CHILDREN
ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE!
Congregational Life Committee is asking for your
support by donating monies or purchasing the following
items to help us fill the comfort bags: packaged hard
candy bags, cough drops, Chapstick (brand), playing
cards, word search books, puzzle books, Kleenex small
square boxes, any prepackaged snacks, or anything that
will bring care and love to shut-ins.
Now through December 5th – Submit names of loved
ones to receive a comfort bag to Marcia Gupta
@ 26mbgup2405@gmail.com or 301-662-8044.
Now through December 8th - Donations can be dropped
off during office hours (in the designated bin) or on
Sundays (church).

PLEASE JOIN US!!
December 11th @ TBD – Everyone is invited to help with
packing the winter comfort bags in the Parish
Hall. Afterwards, we will carpool and deliver the comfort
bags and sing carols.

We are again blessed that an
anonymous donor has offered a matching
challenge of $1,500 to assist where most
needed by the end of the year. If members of the congregation
can contribute $1,500 over and above their normal giving, the
anonymous member will match the contribution.
If you are writing a check, please include “Challenge” on the
memo line. If you prefer to give on-line, please use the “GIVE
NOW” button and choose the undesignated selection in the
Fund dropdown and add “Challenge” in the “Note” section. The
deadline for the challenge is Sunday, December 26 th .

Thank you...
“It’s not how much we
give but how much love
we put into giving.”
—Mother Theresa

“Thank you so very much for your generous
donation to Patty’s Heart (Kenya) Children’s
Home Construction Fund. The building itself
is nearing completion, and your donation is a
huge help in the last minute finishing details.
We are also in the process of building a
combined office for Mum Jane (the director)
and the security personnel. We are hoping to
have the children moved into their new home
by Christmas. After that, we will construct
and animal shelter and living space for the
animal caretaker, a much needed playground
for the children . Your gift is such a blessing!
Blessings and thank again!”
Pastor Sondra
Open Word Board of Directors

Council Corner
As the Advent season begins, your Congregation Council is busy preparing for the annual Congregation Meeting
scheduled for January 30, 2022.
One of the items on the agenda will be updating St. Paul's constitution. St. Paul's constitution was last updated in 2010.
It is recommended that ELCA congregations and synods review the adopted amendments for their constitutions as soon as
possible after each churchwide assembly (every 2 years) to incorporate the required changes and to consider the
recommended changes. This current edition of the Model Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America contains changes adopted by all churchwide assemblies, including the fifteenth Churchwide Assembly
in 2019. It is consistent with the requirements of the governing documents of the ELCA’s churchwide organization and
synods, and it provides organizational flexibility to recognize the context of local congregations. The synod shall notify
the congregation of its decision to approve or disapprove the proposed changes; the changes shall go into effect upon
notification that the synod has approved them.
The Congregation Council compared the current 2010 constitution with the 2019 Model Constitution for Congregations of
the ELCA for the past six months. Council will be making recommendations for the "proposed" 2022 constitution to the
congregation to vote on at the annual meeting. At least two weeks prior to the annual meeting, a copy of the "proposed"
2022 constitution will be made available to the congregation to review. Some of the items in the "proposed" 2022
constitution the congregation will consider, but not limited to:
1. Revisit Chapter 8 - Membership classifications - What are the different classifications?
a. Baptized members - those persons who have been received by the Sacrament of Holy Baptism in this
congregation, or, having been previously in the name of the Triune God, have been received by certificate of
transfer from other Lutheran congregations or by affirmation of faith.
b. Confirmed members - those who have been confirmed in this congregation; those who have been received by
adult baptism or by transfer as confirmed members from other Lutheran congregations, or baptized persons
received by affirmation of faith.
c. Voting members - are confirmed members. Such confirmed members, during the current or preceding calendar
year, shall have communed in this congregation AND shall have made a contribution of record to this
congregation. Members of this congregation who have satisfied these basic standards shall have the privilege of
voice and vote at every regular and special meeting of this congregation as well as other rights and privileges
ascribed to voting members by the provisions of this constitution and its bylaws. They shall not have voted as a
seasoned member of another congregation of this church in the previous two calendar months.
d. Associate members - are persons who hold membership in other Christian congregations who wish to retain such
membership but desire to participate in the life and mission of this congregation. These individuals have all the
privileges and duties of membership except voting rights or other rights and privileges ascribed to voting
members by the provisions of this constitution and bylaws.
e. Seasonal members - are voting members of other congregations of this church who wish to retain such
membership but desire to participate in the life and mission of this congregation, including exercising limited
voting rights in this congregation.
2. Chapter 8: Process on removing a person from the roll due to inactivity in accordance with the provisions of this
constitution and its bylaws?
3. Chapter 10 Congregation Meeting - Number of voting members needed to make quorum to hold congregation
meetings and special meetings?
4. Chapter 13 Congregation Committees - Committees/Ministries and their responsibilities; the congregation will
determine what committees/ministries to uplift in the coming year(s).
When the "proposed" 2022 constitution becomes available in January, please make time to review the recommendations/
changes.
There will be a town Hall Meeting the Sunday before the Annual Congregational meeting to allow for questions.

Challenge for 2022:

What committee/ministry work will you participate in to serve and share your gifts and talents with others?

